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N.Y. doctor picked for VAMS 
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No separation anxiety 
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be easy, inexpensive. — Style, 1E 
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In the news 


E Mary Sommers of Bea- 
vercreek, Ohio, said she and 
her husband, Paul, gave their 
son Jake’s teachers bottles of 
white wine for the holiday 
featuring their son’s picture 
on the label with the mes- 
sage: “Our child might be 
the reason you drink so en- 
joy this bottle on us!” 


E Patrick Jiron, 80, and 
his wife, Barbara, 70, driving 
from Northern California to 
Vermont, were arrested in 
York County, Neb., accused 
of having 60 pounds of mar- 
ijuana in their pickup and 
telling deputies it was “for 
Christmas presents.” 


E Chris Orgovan, 43, of 
Buffalo, N-Y., who pleaded 
guilty to assault after getting 
into an argument with a man 
and biting off a part of his 
ear that was later reattached 
by surgeons, was sentenced 
to three years in prison. 


E Dalia Grybauskaite, 
president of Lithuania, had 
to use a microscope to see 
a Nativity scene at Vilnius’ 
downtown Cathedral Square 
in which the baby Jesus is 
smaller than a human cell, 
a tiny creche similar to one 
diplomats gave Pope Francis 
for Christmas. 


E Paulo Mourao, wear- 
ing a white beard, Santa 
hat, shorts and a Hawaiian 
shirt, grabbed his surfboard 
to celebrate the first day of 
summer Thursday in Brazil 
at the famed Copacabana 
beach, greeting children and 
giving them high-fives. 

H Jeremy Turner, a police 
officer in Portland, Maine, 
burst into song in a city 
park with “O Holy Night,” 
winning accolades for his 
rendition after a video of it 
generated tens of thousands 
of views on social media. 


E Michiel Vaughn, whose 
family grew tobacco for de- 
cades in Kevil, Ky., stopped 
growing the plant and now 
has an anti-smoking mes- 
sage painted on the side of 
his old tobacco barn under 
a state program that pays 
farmers to paint the message 
advertising a phone number 
people can call for help to 
quit smoking. 

E Charles Welsh, 52, a New 
York City financier, faces 
arson and other counts af- 
ter, police said, he tried to 
commit suicide by cutting a 
gas line to blow up his Man- 
hattan apartment, sparking 
a small explosion and fire 
and receiving minor burns 
on his legs. 


E Danni Messina, 19, 
pledged to pay 25 cents and 
50 cents per tweet and re- 
tweet to raise money for St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital in Memphis, ex- 
pecting to pay under $1,000, 
but her message went viral 
and she ended up owing 
$50,000, which required 
help from a GoFundMe 
page and Kmart to raise and 
ended with $190,000 for the 
hospital. 


WEATHER 


LITTLE ROCK 
Today Mostly cloudy, chance 


of rain early. P 


High 47, light 


northwest 
winds. 
Tonight Mostly 
cloudy. 
Low 35. 
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arranged White House signing ceremony for the new tax law. 


AP/EVAN VUCCI 
“Corporations are literally going wild over this,” President Donald Trump said Friday during a hastily 


Trump looks 
for plaudits, 
inks tax law 


Ceremony a‘ 


rush job’ but 


holds to promise, he says 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Donald Trump signed 
the most consequential tax 
legislation in three decades 
on Friday, even as he com- 
plained that he has not been 
given credit for his admin- 
istration’s accomplishments 
during a turbulent first year. 

Trump decided against 
doing a formal signing cer- 
emony early next year be- 
cause television news net- 
works questioned whether 
he would keep his promise 
to sign the legislation before 
Christmas. 

Trump said he saw the 
coverage Friday morning and 
hastily called his staff to say 
that the legislation needed 


PRESSURE ON GOP in 2018 as 
Democrats gain clout. Page 4A. 


HOMEOWNERS RUSH to prepay 
property taxes to make most of 
deduction. Page 7A. 


to be signed “now,” prompt- 
ing a last-minute Oval Office 
ceremony for the signing. 

“We did a rush job to- 
day,” Trump said at the bill 
signing. “It’s not fancy, but 
it’s the Oval Office. It’s the 
great Oval Office.” 

The bill was the most sig- 
nificant legislative victory 
for Trump, who has strug- 
gled during his first year in 
office to pass major bills that 
would deliver on campaign 
promises, even with Repub- 

See TAXES, Page 7A 


College donors lose sports-seats tax break 


JAIME ADAME 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Universities in the state 
competing at the highest lev- 
el of athletics rely on donors 
as a major source of revenue. 

Those providing the gifts 
— sometimes die-hard fans, 
other times businesses — of- 
ten receive priority access to 
the best seats at football and 
basketball games. 

But while those rewards 


can continue under the new- 
ly passed federal tax law, be- 
ginning next year the Inter- 
nal Revenue Service will no 
longer allow donors to take 
an 80 percent tax deduction 
on gifts made for the right to 
purchase tickets or seating 
in collegiate sporting ven- 
ues like Donald W. Reynolds 
Razorback Stadium in Fay- 
etteville or Centennial Bank 
Stadium in Jonesboro. 


Parties jockeying 
over Russia probe 


Democrats push for Trump focus; 
GOP resetting sights on Clinton 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — Re- 
publicans and Democrats 
are scrambling in the final 
days of 2017 to establish their 
narratives on multiple Russia 
investigations and the integ- 
rity of the investigators, in 
a partisan messaging battle 
that has intensified as spe- 
cial counsel Robert Mueller 
has appeared to focus more 
intently on President Donald 
Trump and his inner circle. 

Congressional Republi- 
cans, who have endured al- 
most a year’s worth of specu- 
lation and investigations into 
Trump’s ties to Russia, are 
said to be hoping to move on 
in 2018, are renewing their 


WHITE HOUSE approves giving 
missiles, other lethal weaponry 
to Ukraine. Page 3A. 


focus on Democrat Hillary 
Clinton and have been step- 
ping up their criticism of 
Mueller. Democrats remain 
focused on Trump and are 
expected to push to keep 
congressional investigations 
on Russia going well into the 
new year. 

Typifying the partisan 
rancor surrounding the in- 
vestigations, House Demo- 
cratic leader Nancy Pelosi 
pressed Speaker Paul Ryan 
on Friday to keep the House 
Intelligence Committee’s in- 
vestigation intact. 


See RUSSIA, Page 3A 


Both stadiums are adding 
premium seats as part of ma- 
jor renovation projects ex- 
pected to be paid for in part 
by such gifts. 

The elimination of a tax 
break widely viewed as a 
major incentive for donors 
is one of several provisions 
in the law to partially offset 
revenue losses caused by new 
tax cuts for individuals and 
businesses. Several of these 
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remains in Spain 


provisions, directly or indi- 
rectly, have the potential to 
alter the landscape of college 
sports. 

“In college athletics, as an 
industry, we’re going to have 
to decide how to price things, 
how to model things, what 
your financial structure is 
moving forward,” said Adam 
Haukap, executive director of 
the Red Wolves Foundation, 
which supports athletics at 


AP/BERNAT ARMANGUE 


People stand beneath a Catalan flag hanging Friday from a govern- 
ment building in Girona, Spain. Spain's political crisis is still going 
strong after Catalan separatist parties gained a parliamentary ma- 
jority Thursday in a regional election called by Spanish Prime Min- 
ister Mariano Rajoy. Rajoy signaled he would talk with the ousted 
leader of Catalonia, who remains staunchly separatist. Article, 2A 


Arkansas State University. 
The law includes an excise 
tax on nonprofits with top 
employees earning $1 million 
or more. At the University of 
Arkansas, Fayetteville, both 
the men’s head basketball 
and football coaches earn 
well above the threshold, 
but questions remain about 
how the tax will be applied. 
Another change is the elimi- 
See DONORS, Page 7A 


Wal-Mart 
ends option 
of pay or be 
prosecuted 


ROBBIE NEISWANGER 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Wal-Mart Stores Inc. has 
suspended a program that 
gave first-time shoplifters 
the option to pay a fee and 
complete an educational 
program in exchange for 
forgiveness, or face poten- 
tial prosecution. 

The Bentonville com- 
pany Friday confirmed a 
Wall Street Journal report 
that it is no longer using a 
program that was available 
in about 2,000 U.S. stores 
and provided by Correction 
Education Co. and Turning 
Point Justice. The voluntary 
programs were suspended 
earlier this month amid 
criticism and mounting 
questions over the past sev- 


See WAL-MART, Page 5A 


LOVELY ARE THY BRANCHES 
State’s tree in D.C. shines 


Ornaments reflect work, diversity of El Dorado artists 


FRANK E. LOCKWOOD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

WASHINGTON — As 
they wander near the Nation- 
al Christmas Tree, thousands 
of holiday visitors are getting 
a glimpse of Arkansas’ boun- 
ty. 

Students from the El Do- 
rado area created the unique 
ornaments highlighting the 
state’s mineral and agricul- 
tural wealth. 

Twelve ornaments for Ar- 
kansas’ tree were shipped to 
the nation’s capital. One fea- 
tures a white-tailed deer. An- 
other shows apple blossoms. 


“We decided to do this project because it was 
a 95-year-old tradition of inclusiveness at 
the time of Christmas.” 


MARIA BOTTI VILLEGAS, who with her husband, Jorge, 
directed the El Dorado students’ work 


There are also artistic rep- 
resentations of the state’s to- 
matoes and diamonds. Even 
an oil derrick. 

“We thought it was in- 
teresting to portray the re- 
sources of Arkansas,” said 
Jorge Villegas, an artist and 
educator who helped oversee 
the project. 


His wife and fellow art ed- 
ucator, Maria Botti Villegas, 
agreed. 

“We always say to every- 
one that this is the Natural 
State, but we don’t really 
think about it,” she said. 

The state, she said, has en- 
viable riches. 

See ORNAMENTS, Page 5A 


Special to the Democrat-Gazette 


Art educators Maria Botti Villegas and Jorge Villegas of El Dorado 
said they wanted their students to design the ornaments to highlight 
“a 95-year-old tradition of inclusiveness at the time of Christmas.” 


